
Created and copyrighted by Elly Thorsen in 2014. http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Elly-Thorsen 

Qualitative and Quantitative Observations Activity 
Name:        Date:     Hour:   

Directions: To be successful in the activity you first need to be able to answer questions 1-5.  

1. What five senses are used to make observations?  
 

2. What is the difference between a qualitative and a quantitative observation? 
 

3. Does qualitative have to do with words or numbers and a label?  _______________________________________ 

 

4. Does quantitative have to do with words or numbers and a label? ______________________________________ 

5. Identify each of the following observations as either qualitative (L) or quantitative (N). 
 30 g ________  large _________ blue ___________ heavy ____________ 

 small _______  78°C _________ long ___________ 3.4 cm ___________ 

 

Directions:  In groups, identify qualitative and quantitative observations about objects. Record the object’s name and your 

qualitative and quantitative observations on this paper.  Your goal is to have as many observations as possible. 
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Teacher Information 

Directions for Use: This short activity gives students a chance to review qualitative and 

quantitative observations and then practice identifying each type of observation with everyday 

objects. After dividing the class into six groups, the teacher will give each group a different 

object. Objects can be anything: a paperclip, a textbook, a ball, or Silly Putty. Student groups 

will spend about two minutes with each object, recording as many qualitative and quantitative 

observations as possible. After the two minutes, the students can pass the object to another 

group or the students can rotate around the room to the next object.  

Thank you for your download! I hope you find this resource useful for your students.  I would love to hear 

your feedback. You can leave me a comment and rating on my Teachers Pay Teachers store.  

http://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Elly-Thorsen 

© Copyright 2014 by Elly Thorsen. All rights reserved. This resource is copyrighted so please only use it for 

your classroom and do not use it for any commercial purposes. Permission is granted to copy pages 

specifically designed for student or teacher use by the original purchaser or licensee. The reproduction of 

any other part of this product is strictly prohibited. Copying any part of this product and placing it on the 

Internet in any form (even a personal or classroom website) is strictly forbidden. Doing so makes it 

possible for an Internet search to make the document available on the Internet, free of charge, and is a 

violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA).  

 

I have several other qualitative and quantitative resources in my store. Find them and many other 

scientific method resources by following the link below.  

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Elly-Thorsen/Category/Scientific-Method  

You can find more teaching information and notices of sales on my blog and Facebook page.  

http://ellythorsenteaching.blogspot.kr/ 

https://www.facebook.com/EllyThorsenTPT    

Thanks again! 

Elly Thorsen 
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